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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TEXTILE ORGANIZATIONS ADVANCING ENGINEERED MATERIAL SOLUTIONS

PRESS STATEMENT

U.S. Textile and Nonwoven Associations Urge Government to Deem Manufacturing
Facilities “Essential”

March 19, 2020

WASHINGTON DC—U.S. textile and nonwoven associations issued a joint statement today
urging federal, state and local governments to deem textile and nonwoven manufacturing facilities as

“essential” when drafting “Shelter in Place” orders in response to the COVID-19 crisis.

Our associations recognize the serious challenges our elected officials, health administrators and
others are facing when issuing orders to protect communities across the country and we understand

the necessity for leaders to enforce a ‘Shelter in Place” order or quarantine orders.

Our members make a broad range of inputs and finished products used in an array of personal
protective equipment (PPE) and medical nonwoven/textile supplies, including surgical gowns, face
masks, antibacterial wipes, lab coats, blood pressure cuffs, cotton swabs and hazmat suits. These

items are vital to the government’s effort to ramp up emergency production of these critical supplies.

If workers who produce these goods are not granted an “essential” exemption from “Shelter in Place”
and other quarantine orders to go to their manufacturing and distribution facilities, it will cause
major disruptions in the availability of these goods. This will create significant hardship to healthcare
providers and consumers across the country who depend on steady and stable supplies of these

critical items.

We are asking the administration and state and local authorities to provide greater certainty and
clarity for our companies and employees and ask for a clear exclusion of our manufacturing
operations from “Shelter in Place” orders as the textile and nonwoven products that we make in the
U.S. play an essential role in mitigating the shortages of critical supplies. Such a designation will help

us avoid disruptions of vital goods and services during this challenging time.
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About NCTO

NCTO is a Washington, DC-based trade association that represents domestic textile manufacturers,

including artificial and synthetic filament and fiber producers.

e U.S. employment in the textile supply chain was 594,147 in 2018.

e The value of shipments for U.S. textiles and apparel was $76.8 billion in 2018.

e U.S. exports of fiber, textiles and apparel were $30.1 billion in 2018.

e Capital expenditures for textile and apparel production totaled $2.0 billion in 2017, the last
year for which data is available.

About INDA

INDA, the Association of the Nonwoven Fabrics Industry, serves hundreds of member companies in
the nonwovens/engineered fabrics industry in global commerce. Since 1968, INDA events have
helped members connect, learn, innovate, and develop their businesses. INDA educational courses,
market data, test methods, consultancy, and issue advocacy help members succeed by providing
them the information they need to better plan and execute their business strategies. For more
information, visit inda.org, or download the INDA mobile app for immediate updates.

About IFAI

The Industrial Fabrics Association International is a member-owned, member-driven trade
association representing the global industrial fabrics industry since 1912. IFAI invests more

than $8 million each year to advance the industry and support member companies. IFAI provides
members with relevant information, sourcing solutions and networking opportunities to sustain and
grow their businesses. www.ifai.com
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