
 

 
 

PRESS STATEMENT 
NCTO Announces New VP of Communications and  

Director of Regulatory & Technical Affairs  
 
April 29, 2019 

WASHINGTON, DC – The National Council of Textile Organizations (NCTO) is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Kristi Ellis as the organization’s new Vice President of Communications, effective April 29, 
2019, and Donald Vavala as the Director of Regulatory and Technical Affairs, effective May 2019. 

As Vice President of Communications at NCTO, Kristi Ellis will assume responsibility for developing, 
overseeing, and implementing a communications strategy for the association and the domestic textile industry 
as a whole. Ms. Ellis brings 24 years of manufacturing and international trade reporting experience with 
leading publications such as Women’s Wear Daily and S&P Global Market Intelligence. The majority of her 
career, which includes nearly 10 years as Washington Bureau Chief for Women’s Wear Daily, has been spent 
reporting on textile trade policy matters. Regarding her appointment, Ms. Ellis said, “I am really excited and 
grateful to have the opportunity to help develop and shape NCTO’s communications strategy as we work to 
amplify the textile industry’s importance as a thriving and innovative manufacturing sector in the United 
States.” 

As NCTO’s Director of Regulatory and Technical Affairs, Don Vavala will support all association activities 
related to federal government procurement and industry regulatory matters. In this capacity, Mr. Vavala will 
staff various NCTO committees covering a broad spectrum of contracting, technical, and environmental 
issues. Mr. Vavala comes to NCTO following a 31-year career at W.L. Gore, a NCTO member organization, 
where he most recently held the position of Director, Military Government Affairs. He will succeed Hardy 
Poole, who announced his resignation from the same position at NCTO, effective May 2019. Regarding his 
appointment, Mr. Vavala stated, “I am very excited about the opportunity to work with Ms. Glas and the 
staff at NCTO. The textile industry is a major component of the economic backbone of this great nation and 
I look forward to applying my 31 years of experience to insuring that the industry continues to thrive and 
maintain its status as a significant contributor to our country’s growth and prosperity.” 

The hiring of Ms. Ellis and Mr. Vavala coincide with the arrival of Kimberly Glas as NCTO’s President & 
CEO, effective April 29, 2019. In referencing these two new hires, Ms. Glas stated, “I am excited Kristi and 
Don are joining the NCTO team at this important time. They both have significant experience with the 
textile industry and a wealth of knowledge specific to their new roles. Most importantly, both have shown a 
strong commitment to the success of the domestic textile industry. We are very fortunate to have them join 
the organization in these pivotal leadership roles. NCTO’s membership will be well served by these important 
staff additions.”  

NCTO is a Washington, DC-based trade association that represents domestic textile manufacturers, 
including artificial and synthetic filament and fiber producers.   

• U.S. employment in the textile supply chain was 594,147 in 2018.   
• The value of shipments for U.S. textiles and apparel was $76.8 billion in 2018.   
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• U.S. exports of fiber, textiles and apparel were $30.1 billion in 2018.   
• Capital expenditures for textile and apparel production totaled $2.0 billion in 2017, the last year for 

which data is available.  
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